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go to Frankfort, and, according to his wish, accompanied
him thither in order, during the congress, to convert the
rivalry of Austria and Prussia into a common warfare
against revolution and constitutionalism, Prussia would
have remained outwardly what she was before; under the
presidency of Austria she would, no doubt, by means of
federal decisions, have been able to get her Constitution
revised in the same way as happened with those of Han-
over, Hesse, and Mecklenburg, and at Lippe, Hamburg,
and Luxemburg, but would thereby have closed the road
to German nationality.

It was not an easy task to decide the King to stay
away from Frankfort. I exerted myself for that purpose
during our drive from Wildbad to Baden, when, on ac-
count of the servants on the box, we discussed the Ger-
man question in the small open carriage in French. By
the time we reached Baden I thought I had convinced my
master. But there we found the King of Saxony, who
was commissioned by all the princes to renew the invita-
tion to Frankfort (August 19). My master did not find
it easy to resist that move. He reflected over and over
again: 'Thirty reigning princes and a King to take their
messages!' Besides, he loved and honoured the King
of Saxony, who moreover of all the princes had personally
most vocation for such a mission. Not until midnight
did I succeed in obtaining the King's signature to a re-
fusal to the King of Saxony. When I left my master,
both he and I were ill and exhausted by the nervous ten-
sion of the situation-; and my subsequent verbal commu-
nication with the Saxon minister, von Beust, bore the
stamp of this agitation.31 But the crisis was overcome,

1 Cf. Beust, Ausdrei Vierteljahrhunderten^ i. 332, 333; v. Sybel ii. 532.
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